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By Sophie Novack

The health care world is losing one of its biggest proponents in Congress.

Rep. Henry Waxman announced his retirement Thursday, after 40 years in the House. The 74-year-old veteran of Capitol Hill will

not seek reelection in 2014.

The California Democrat has spent his long congressional run pursuing health care reform, sponsoring bills on tobacco control,

AIDS research and treatment, and drug regulation, to name a few.

"Expanding health coverage to those in need has been one of my driving passions," Waxman said in a statement. "In the 1980s, I

led the fight to expand Medicaid, providing health coverage to millions of low-income children, pregnant women, and seniors. In

the 1990s, I worked with Senator Ted Kennedy to provide coverage to the children of working families through the Children's

Health Insurance Program.

"And in 2010, when I was chair of the Committee on Energy and Commerce, one of my lifelong dreams was finally achieved:

Congress passed the Affordable Care Act, which guarantees access to affordable health coverage to all Americans."

A sponsor of the legislation, Waxman played a key role in writing the Affordable Care Act, and has been a staunch defender of
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the law during the first few months of its rocky implementation.

Ranking member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, he has chided his Republican colleagues during the panel's

numerous hearings since ACA enrollment began on Oct. 1, for wanting the law to fail.

"I'm proud of the Affordable Care Act," he has said. "I think it's a terrific piece of legislation."
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